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The. alla! af 9 
a moſt ſolid Foundation of 
Rejoicinę under all Circum- 
e an Lier 5 | 


5 COR. I. 12. 

For e our Rejoicing is this, the T, oſtinlony 
ef our Conſcience, that in Simplicity and 
godly Sincerity, not with fleſbly Wiſdom, 
hut by the Grace of God we have had our 


 Converſ, ation in the World, and more 
ern to you-wards, % | 


[| HE Apoſtles of our Land Jes 
Chriſt had a very arduous and 
trying ſervice enjoined them.— 
They were required to go forth 
into > all the world, and teach all nations 
the Chriſtian religion 3 in direct oppoſition to 
the numerous, deep-rooted prejudices, cor- 
ruptions and falſe religions then eſtabliſhed 
Upon earth; and to inſiſt upon it, that all, 
who heard them, ſhould believe in, truſt ; 
and ſubmit. to One, as their God and Sa- 
Nour, who had been lately executed in the 
ignominious character of a malefactor by 
** own a the Jews. e GS © 232 * 
3 It 
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| ceſs. 


It was eaſy to foreſee, that in the exe- 


cution of this their commiſſion they would 


neceſſarily meet with the moſt virulent: op= 
phſition and perſecution from an ignorant, 
degenerated, prejudiced world, Who had 
ſlain their Lord and Maſter with wicked 
hands. And he had indeed elearly aſſured 
them before hand of this event; that they 
would be hated” and perſecuted of all men 
for his ſake, 

They had: neither learning, civil or ec- 
cleſiaſtical power, nor the. encouragement 
of the great ones of the earth to befriend 
their 8 On the We all 


implacable agen, the feed! of the'wo- 
man. Under theſe . diſcouraging circum- 
ſtances, it; muſt have been the moſt extra- 
vagant,. romantic- enterprize ever attempt- 
ed. by mad-men, to ſet out upon the de- 
ſign of chriſtianiaing the world, unleſa they 
had ꝓeen abſolutely: certain of the truth of 
their doctrine, their miſſion: from God, and 
his unfailing promiſe of — and ſuc- 


But God douhtleſb « choſe this mietliod for 
bringing the world to thei Chriſtian faith; 


that ĩt might moſt evidently appear to af- 
ter ages to have been effected, not _ 


” 


might, 


injoht;; by - worldly power and ident 
but by the ſpirit of the Lord: 80 that 
the ſurprizing ſurceſi and progreſs of the 
goſpel under all thoſe anfavonrable and 
forbidding cireumſtances ii, ht be à laſting 
evidence of its divine original, while at ths 
ſame time * the | fooliſhneſs" ef God 15 
hereby demonſtrated to be wiſer than Mun; 
and the weakneſs of God to: he- *Fronger 
than man. The apoſtles in firſt propa 
gating the goſpel had nothing to 'fupport 
them but the evidence of *trath; the Gods 
like grandeur and dignity” of "flickr" dot! 
trines, the holineſs of their-lives; #nfl thoſe 
inconteftible miracles which” Are were! en- 
abled to work in ebnfirmation of their df 
vine miſſion, together with the \promife> 
inftaences ' of the Holy Spirit upon the 
minds and hearts of men. By thefc they 
made their Way furprizingły thioulghr- all 
imaginable” 'i oppoſition, converting,” gre at 
multitudes to the Chriſtian faith; yet Hdd 
without meeting with the mot eruel pers 
ſecutions, reproaches, ſcour gings, impri⸗ 
ſonment and death itſelf j-which ſufficient- 
ly evidenced; how oppoſite; the world was 
to embracing the religion of Jeſus. And 
while multitudes died martyrs: in tlie 
cauſe, ſtill the cauſe Rved, and gained 
ee necordivig ! to dhe prediction -of 


_ 
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nat operthroy B. . 3 % 11 1 
„The 1275 in this ler eee 
me of the trihulations; diſtreſſes and trials 
2 had 10 undergo for the ſake of the 
goſpel.,:: 1: $5, The; fufferings : of Chriſt, ſays 
he; i er ſufferings. in ſame-meaſurs reſem: 
bling his; abound in us: For we would 
not, brethren, have you ignorant of our 
trouble which came to us in Affa, that we 
were preſſed out of werde, above ſtrength, 
inſomuch that: we. deſpairedl even of life.” 
In another place in this epiſtle he: gives a 
more particular, but ſummary; account of 
bis Eating ;—Þ In ſtripes above mea- 
ſure, in priſons, more frequent, in deaths 
oft. of the;Jews five times received I for- 
ſtripes, ſave. one. Thrice was I beaten 
with rods, :once was I ſtoned, thrice I ſuf- 
fered ſhipwreck, | 2 night ang a day I on 


pe erils of vater, in perils: of ;robbers, i 
perils by mine, own countrymen, in peri 
by the heathen, in perils i in the city, in pe- 
rils in the wilderneſs, in perils in the ſea; 
in perils among falſe brethren; in weart 
neſs and painfulnefs, in watchin gs often, 
in hunger and. thirſt, in faſtings ones? 
eold and nak edneſſ. r IT WAY 
And Jet amidſt . ir Jardyous tin 


— 


bours their ſevere trials and ſuffetings, 
* | we 
@ Acts v. 39. + Chap. ” WIL 4 * 


3 


* ** 


2 


* 


te foe this apoſtles were e comfortably. ſup⸗ - 
ported, and went on chearfully in the 1 


| in which they were engaged, notwithſfand- 


ing all the ungratcful abuſes, reptoaches 
and ill treatment they met with from the 
world; They had no wortdly honours, or 
ſecular advantages in view; no inviting 
proſpects of an n nature to invite and 


they. muſt have had ſupernatural aſſiſtance 


courage and reſolution, but "raiſed them ſu- 


perior to all difficulties, and. made them 


even tejoide in tribulations. One impor- 
tant article: of this divine ſupport the apoſ- 
tle mentions. in the text: For our rejoicing 
is. this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 


that in ſimplicity and godly. ſincerity, &c. 


an inward: conſciouſneſs, of our integrity 


in the. fight. of God, with a confident re- 
Fance on his promiſe for ſucceſs, and the 


glorious rewards.of another world to crown 
our labours. The words: ſu 1ggeſt” this 
doctrine: ———: £5 


Doc. That: Menge of confolenes 


1 our favour is the maſt ſolid foundation of 
ejoicing. under all circumſtances in life. + 


The explanation: of the text, if it needs 


any, will naturally come: in, while we con- 
ſider hat the teſtitit 


What f is requiſite to its being in our 
B 
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animate tlem. I1t is therefore evident, 


and ſupport; which not only kept up their 


of conſcience 


favour: "E 
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favour :—And why it is the moſt ſolid foun# 


- dation of an all circumſtancey 
in life. . = 5 
I. We may conſider, what this teſtimo- 


ny of conſcience 1s :— Conſcience, 'conf1+ 


dered as a faculty, is nothing but our rea- 
ſon exerciſed in jadging: of the lawfulneſs 
or unlawfulneſs of our actions, compared 
with the divine law, the rule of duty. By 
this reaſon, which God hath given us, we 
judge of the truth and evidences of divine 
revelation, and fearch out the meaning of 


it. By this, under the affiſtance of tlie 


Holy Spirit, we examine into the nature; 
the tenour, and conditions of the goſ- 
pel, the requirements of it, and the terms 
of ſalvation therein revealed. This is ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſed in all the commands and 
directions given us, to ſeareh the ſcriptures : 
—To examine, try and prove ourſelves, 
whether we be in the faith? Whether we 
be the ſons of God, or the children of diſ- 
obedience. This ſuppoſes us able to un- 
derſtand the rule of trial, and to have a 


capacity of comparing ourſelves therewith. 


At the fame time it ſuppoſes us capable of 
ſome due knowledge of ourſelves, or our 
true character, in order to judge of our 
conformity to the rule. WT 

Accordingly we find, that we kaws an 


immediate conſciouſndſs, of what paſtes 
uithin 
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within us: Not only what our actions are ; 5 
but what our diſpoſitions, views and go» | | 
verning motives to action. The teſtimo- * 
ny of conſcience then is the inward witnefs 
of our ſpirit to the ſincerity and upright- 
neſs of our hearts before God; when com- 
pared with his laws, and the qualifications 
neceſſary to ſalvation required in the goſ- 
pel: The teftimony of conſcience is that 
reflex act of the mind whereby we judge of 
the moral goodneſs or evil of our actions 
and diſpoſitions, or of the goodneſs of our 
ſtate, according to the preſcribed rule of | 
judging. Agreeable hereto the apoſtle K 
fays of the heathen, —*** Their conſcience 
allo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts 
the mean while either accuſing, or elſe ex- 
cuſing one another,” And elſewhere,— 
1 * if our heart condemn us not, then 
have we confidence towards God“ We 
read in ſcripture of a good conſcience, 
and of an evil conſcienee. The latter in- 
tends a guilty, accuſing conſcience ; the 
former means direMy the reverſe of this. 
The apoſHe in the text intends the teſtimo- 
ny of a good conſcience, 'as this only can 
be a juſt foundation for rejoicing. We are 
likewiſe to underſtand him to mean a well 
regulated,” and duly enlightned conſcience : 
for although the — of an errone- 
e ous 
? Rom. IL. 15. 7 iſt John III. 21. 
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ous conſcience i in our fayour will neceſſarily 
be attended with joy; yet this is only the 
joy of the hypoerite, that will periſh. — 
Such a miſguided conſcience is ſo far from 
being a juſt and ſolid foundation for rejoic- 
ing, that tis one of the moſt awful judg: 
ments. | 
In a word, the. teſtimony of conſcience 
intended in the text, is- the inward ap- 
probation and witneſs of our heart, that we 
haye ſincerely complied with the offers of 
the goſpel; have truly devoted ourſelves 
to God and his ſervice through Jeſus 
Chriſt; and in conſequence hereof do ha- 
bitually and prevailingly endeavour to have 
our whole converſation ſuch as becomes the 
goſpel, in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity. 
But do not many enjoy the pleaſure of 
this ſelf· approbation, while in truth and 
reality they have no ſolid foundation for re- 
joicing ? Does not the ignorant, conceited 
Deiſt feel very comfortably elated in think- 
ing, that by a ſuperior greatneſs of ge- 
nius and rare diſcernment, he has been en- 
abled to ſoar above the vulgar errors and 
rejudices of thoſe weak ſouls, who per- 
ceive their need of a revelation from the 
Father of Lights; and are hence induced to 
believe, that God at ſundry times, and 
in divers manners ſpake to the fathers by 
the prophets , and to ha in i theſe laſt 9 N55 
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his Son; and ſo are credulons 3 to 
believe the bible to be the word of God ? ? 
while he is conſcious to himſelf that he hath 
moſt uprightly followed that fare unerriig; 
guide, the dictates of human reaſon, not 
only in thoſe ſocial virtues, which he may 
have occaſionally practiſed; but alſo in 
thoſe more manly freedoms, which the 
contracted decalogue unpolitely forbids ? 
Does not the ſelf- righteous legaliſt feel 
extremely ſatisfied to think he hath been To 
upright, ſo ſincere, practiſed ſo many vir- 
tues, done ſo many good deeds to mankind, 
and performed ſo many acts of piety and 
devotion towards God, that he cannot 
imagine the beſt of beings will be ſo ſe- 
verely incomplaiſant, as to mark againſt 
him the few ſlips and ſins he may haye been 


unhappy inclination of nature? 

Does not the affectedly humble, but re- 
ally proud enthuſiaſt exult with exceeding 
joy, while: he pleaſingly fancies himſelf in- 

dulged in the greateſt familiarities with the 
Supreme Being, as one of his moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed favourites ;—is caught up into the 
third heayens in the multiphcity of his re- 
velations, and ſeems to hear from the 
throne of the Majeſty on high ſuch tranſ- 
porting declarations as theſe, in the very 
language. of a ae O, man, greatly 

beloved 


| guilty. of through. inadyvertency, c or ſome 5 n 
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beloved of God Son, be '6f good chear, 
thy ſins. are forgiven thee? —No doubt 
theſe and many other inſtances of ground, 
leſs, deluſive joy do, and will, take place 
in the hearts of men, notwithſtanding the 
eleareſt external teachings and inſtructions 
heaven can give. Nor can we rely on any 
thing, but ſovereign grace, to Yecure us 
from being the unhappy ſubjects of theſe - 
fatal \delufions. The conſideration of 
which may very juſtly excite us to have our 
eyes to the Father of Lights to direct us in 
judging impartially of ourſelves, and in 
making a due application/ of the truth, 
while we conſider, 25 
II. What is really requiſite to the teſti- 
mony of conſcience being in our favour. 
It is very plain, negatiyely, that it is not 
requiſite, that it ſhould bear teſtimony to 
our perfect innocence. This is impoſſible 
in this ſtate of ſin and great imperfection. 
The conſcience of the holieſt ſaint on earth 
muſt teſtify againſt him, that he hath ſin- 
ned and — ſnort of the glory of God: 
That he is in himſelf a guilty ſinner; and 
that if God ſhould mark iniquity againſt 
him, he could not ſtand ;—That he hath 
been greatly deficient in every duty, and 
chargeable with continual, criminal imper- 
fections in all the holieſt ſervices he hath 
ver performed, The apoſtle very freely 
8 1 8 act 
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itknowledged: he had not already attained 
what he was aiming at, neither was yet 
perfect; ſo that when he had a prevailing 
diſpoſition to do good, evil was ſtill pre- 
ſent with him. Under a deep, affecting 


ſenſe of this he ſighed forth that heavy 


complaint, O wretched man that I am 

But then the apoſtle tells us poſitively, 
in the text, what was the matter or ſub= 
ſtance of the teſtimony which conſcience 
bore in their favour, viz. that in ſimplicity 
and godly ſincerity they hag their 9 
tion in the world. 2 £ 

Now the truth and reality of this is che 
grand requiſite to conſcience bearing teſti- 
mony for us, ſo that it may be a juſt and 
ſolid foundation of rejoicing to us. I will 
therefore only briefly conſider, what is ne- 
ceſſarily comprized in this teſtimony, as 

I. A conſciouſneſs that we have e 
devoted and dedicated ourſelves to. God 
through Chriſt, according to the call and | 
demand of the goſpel. 

Our hearts muſt teſtify this, that we 
have truly given ourſelves up to the Lord 
and his ſervice,” with an hearty deſire of 
glorifying kim in ſuch bufineſs and employ- 
ments as Providence ſhall point out to be 
dur duty. That we have at leaſt a prevail- 
ing hope of what the apoſtle was ſo well 
aflured df reſpecting himſelf, when he ſays, 
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loyal ſuhjects. 


2d to do the work and buſineſs. which he 
Nin aſſigned us. 


Labour, induſtrionſſy in the ferviee of our 


_ eonſciente. in our favour, it will condemn 


and it is needleſs, to mention how repeated- 
and ſolemnly this is enjoined upon them 


F RAI to ] U ² Q Ga <> on 


— —— —— — 


various articles of ſervice and labour allot- 


„hon 1 3 EY ” con- 
Ace. my give fome comfortable evi- 


with the call of the goſpel, have received, 
and humbly, ſubmitted to Chriſt, as our 
king to reign, ayer, us, as his willing and 


II. That we Jo faithfully endeavour- 


Let our calling be what i it will; Faithful, 


vigorous. activity and. diligence. therein is 
our indiſpenſable duty. ASA i we. do not 


Lord,. inſtead of having the teftimony of 


us, as wicked. and flothful ſervants. If ve 
be. called io the ſacred work of. the mini- 
ſtry, we muſt do the work of an Evan- 
gcliſt. „Aſliduous labour and vigilance, 
and that not of the eaſieſt kind, is moſt 
plainly afſigned to; miniſters of the goſ- 
pel. This is evidently. required in their 
character of labourers and foldiers, &c. 


in the word of God, or to enumerate the 


ted to them. Nor can flothfulneſs and 
idleneſß in any caſe be followed with more 


W dreadful conſbquences than in we 
. 0 
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applicable to hiv 46 wht. was ſaid "y 
he propliet ' concerning another work, 

% turſed be he that doth the work of the 
Lord deceitfully.*” How frequently do we 
find this le making mention of his, 
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and his fellow. labourers ſtriving and labour- 


ing, eben night and day with the greateſt 


ardour and diligence in the work of the 


niiniſtty'?> f Whom we preach (meaning 
Chriſt) warning every man, and teaching 
every an; in all wiſdom, that we may 
preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Wnexreunto 1 alſo labour, ſtriving accord- 


ing to his working, which worketh in me 
ghtil y. The apoſtles being able to 
Ake theſs and ſuch-like declarations with 
truth} A what laid a ſolid foundation for 
Ms rejoicing : And we muſt be able to ſay 
the: ſitne; if we would ſhare in, © and be 
partakers of that noble joy 
I. A conſciouſneſs that we have been 
melted. and influenced by a right principle | 
of action in our 'converſation. | © 
By the prineiple of action here 1 would 
de underſtoed to mean that temper of 
mind; or | difpoſition of ſoul, whereby a 
perſon hath been inclined to that courſe of 
actions Which he hath performed i in the 


world. Tis exceeding manifeſt, that per- 


— 4 be influenced to the ſanke viſible 
| . conduct, 
. Alviii, 10. + Cal, i 1, 28, % f 
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conduct, or wt 1 actions from 


very different 1 or principles at heart. 
The apoſtle, therefbre obſerves, in the text, 
that their conſcience: bore teſtimpny with 


regard to, this, that their conyerſation in 


the ys had-;proceedec from a principle 
of godly ſincetity, oF, the grace; of God, in 


_ oppoſition... to fli or carnal wiſdom, 


They had been powerfully. inclined, to de- 
vote themſrlves to the ſervice af God in 
the, goſpcl-miniftry by the grace of God 
in their hearts. 
4 * be induced to action n from 
natural, principle, of, ſelf- love, without a 
0 YPreme. regard for God, his honour. and 
glory, ME, . that — * — 
Layy *, 
Tefus. he. 3 38 and. . onrſeves your ſer- 
vants for Jeſus“ ke. He may be juſtly 
conſidered as wa 5 — what he means by 
the grace of God, or godly. ſincerity in the 
text, where he, tells us in this ſame. epiſtle, 
1 That the love ofChrift conſtrained them” 


to their miniſterial Iabours. It was by a 


ſupernatural principle of divine grace im- 


planted in their hearts by the ſpirit of 


God, that they were irre ſiſtably borne 
along and carried forward i in the ſervice of 
God; ſo/ that. while this this reigned in their 
%%%FV Eo RN. Los hearts, 


9 F * 
* 


”S C23 %Y ves.» 


% 
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hearts, no obſtacles Ong them in meh 
courſes. 22 5. 15 1 H 48 f 211 | 


| Natural :incerity is, 08 a ä 


dam the impulſe of mere natural ꝑrinci- 


ples, or a regard merely to ſelfintereſt, in 
what he 2 Sgsaly ſincerity is, when 
the love of God bears ſway; as rhe ruling 
ſpring of actibn in the ſoul. 3 « 314 171k 

be apbſitle elewhere peaks of the wife 
dom of the fleſh, and the- wiſdom of the 
ſpirit; and of that viſdom which is: from 
. and that which is from bencath, AB 
different or oppoſite principles of action, 
And the teſtimony of conſcience can: be of 


no —— it witneſſes by an in- 


ward conſcionſneſs, that we are actuated 


by the vriſd om of the ſpirit, or by a gracious | 


diſpoſition wrought | in our hearts. _ the 
ipi pirit of God 25 gon nit 
IV. That devs fixed upon; e 
and, purſued-a right end in what we have 
dene in the world. 3 io damon of 
This mw an eſſential i Mißwenes in de- 
unnining the. quality of bur actions. If 
our higheſt; ultimate end be wrong, . our 
conduct, | completely 
right, or: meet with the divine approbation. 
Could we ſuppoſe the apoſtles to have been 
inſpired, and have perforined all their ex- 
labours and ſervices for any 


lower-end; than the honour and glory of 


Wy. God, 


\ 


viewed, cannot be 


a _ as — Ser 


God, the teſtimony of chair eee 
would: have been effentially defective. But 
their conſcience” witneſſed for them, that 
they had behaved with | ſimplicity in the 
world”: That their grand, governing = 
and deſign was ſuch, as was naturally in 
dicated by their actions. Their eye Was 
ſingle.” The word ſimplicity, in the ori- 
ginal, ſeems to be nearly of the ſame ſigni- 
fication with fincerity, It denates an up- 
rightneſs of intention and deſign, in oppo- 
. fition to hypocriſy, or acting under a diſ- 
guiſe: In which caſe a perſonis:real end is 
different from that which he profeſſes, or 
makes a'ſhew of When his: pnofeſſion or 
actions naturally indicate a certain end to be 
aimed at by him, while he really hath a dif · 
ferent one in view; The meaning of the word 
ſimplicity, above-given, is agreeable to the 
etymology of it, and the ſenſe in which it 
is frequently uſed in the new teſtament, as 
in Romans xii. 8. Let him that giveth, 
do it with fimplicity ;'? with an upright in- 
tention, and not with any ſuch low, ſclfiſh 
end, as that of being ſeen of men. _ Eph. 
vi. 5. ©© Servants, be obedient to them that 
are your maſters according to the fleſh, 
with ſingleneſs of heart, as unto-Chriſt.” 
The ' apoſtles plainly profeſſed, both by 
words and actions, that they aimed not at 
wy thing this world ens beſtow, but by 
— 
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the higheſt and nobleſt end in the extraory 
dinary ſervices they undertook. This was 
the tenour of their declarations : et We ſeek 
not yours, but you. — For whether we 


be beſide ourſelves, it is to God; or 'whe- 


ther we be ſbber it is for your Wai ep 


+44 For We which ive are always delivered 
_ unto death for Jeſus? ſake .* 4 Therefore 


I take pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, 

in neceſſities, in in perſecutions, in diftreſſes 
for Chriſt's fake. ' This being their pro- 
feſſion, they muſt have had an ultimate 
view to God and his glory, and a difintey | 
reſted regard to the good of mankind, in'or= 
der to ſupport the truth of this reftimony, 
chat ey" Had their converſation in ſimpli- 
city.” Godly ſincerity requires and implies 


=” ſupreme regard: to God as our laſt end. 
$ © For whether we live; we live unto the 


Lord, or whether we die, we die unto the 
Lord Whatever regard we may lawfully 
have for our own Honour, eaſe or intereſt, 
theſe mult not be uppermolt i in the view of 
our minds; but all ſubordinated to God, 
and his- Boncur. This i is a moſt areal 
ny „ohen we come to view ourſelves in 
the fight of God, and under his omniſcient 
eye; who ſearcheth tlie heart, and moſt 
bur views all the ſprin g of action in 
s, All our motives: and e 171 is plain- 


* * 14 1 - 
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del Cor, v. LS +. Il, TY 10. 5 Rom: XIV, 8. 


P 
— 


La, the lp cl chore. well re. 
gulated conſcience he able 50 ann ta 
eur ſinoerity, in this. reſpect. 


„I. am not inſenſible how Ackerl it is for 
us, in this imperfect tate of \blindneſs and 
| el. partiality, clearly to, know our deceit- 


— this matter, nor of the danger 


ve are in of drawing up a wrong judgment 
in our awa favour, which ſhould make us 


exerciſe the greatelt care and caution, 
while. we:;examine ourſelves by attending 
49 che workings of our hearts, and com- 
paring. them with the tepour and habitual 
courſe of our conduct, enquiring what we 
are enabled to do for God, and how far 
e can readily deny ourſelves for his ſake, 
e up; and ſacrifice. our intereſt to 

his honopr. and intereſt. And yet 1 am 


fully perſuaded, that thoſe, whole hearts 


are right with God, and ſound in his ſta- 


tutes ; ho daily exerciſe themſelves to 


keep, conſciences vid ef offences towards 


God and towards man, may, by due at- 


tention and careful ſelf examination, upon 
ſolid evidence, obtain a comfortable, ſatiſ- 


factory ſtaſtimony of conſcienca in thei: 
favour, and he able to appeal ta God, with 


humble modeſty, Thou knoweſt that I 


am; not wicked, To i. en allowed ſo. 


V. That we have, according. * beſt 
for our * knowled age and * wed < the pro- 
a Per 


* . 


N l 
— 


1 


conſiſted muh inf giving no; juſt otain 
of offener to Jewror Gentilo: In perform 
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— for attaining this beſt 2s | 
Conſcidnee: muſt be able to teſtify, hat · Wa 
have not regulated our conxerſation by th 
principles ind maxims of; fleſhly wiſdom 

Fleſhly:. wildom is that eraft or — 
whereby: the men of this world 
their eonduct in order to attain their nd 
And as they are prevailingly determimedr 
Aa: to their on ; gratification; 
they wilb not eee the greateſt: 
unlawfhilneſa of the meuns they uſe, pro 
vided they can judge them. moſt ſobſceriy 
ent and conducive; to; thæin purpoſe c7- 
This was notithei manner of the apoſtlea ; 


conduct: Nor::did-they; govern themſblyes 


by theſe! rules ofi: prudemce . They» were 
harmleſs/and:blameleſs, as the ſons of body 


' without:rebukle.: Vetovery far from being 


ſupinely inactive. They were vigilant, and: 
attentive.; Iagatidus to efpy/ davgersy cav», 
tious / not i ta: ereate them needleſaly, ank 
wary: to eſcape them. Their prudenee 


ing every innocently- winning office of goods 
neſs: ani: candeſr enſion,; withont nteanly 
ſeeking applauſe of turn. They were dif- 
crete and Naſe 2 Butithen their wiſdom was 
not onlyreonſiſtent with, bat greatly: cons 
liſted in, the iunocence of the dove 
vere. : batnile@74 as A in, the midſb of 


wolves; 


wolves; rer not — timorous. 9 
They were bold as lidns, when the hondur 
of God and the Redeemer; the cauſe of 
truth and pur religion was endangered: 
_ did they; when called to action, ſhun 
to expoſe themſelves to the moſt formida- 
ble. dangers in defence of 'it; They would 
not comply with an unlauful meaſure, 
to: Conciliate the favour of monarchs and 
the whole world, or extricate themſelves 
out of the | greateſt difficulties! and dan- 
gers. They would not negle&-a-plain, 
3 duty; or ſtiun/ to declare the whole 
aon el of God; even the moſt obnoxious, 
offenſive truths, that were profitable, and 
that before kings; in order to avoid the ſe- 
vereſt perſecution; For it was their go- 
verning maxim to 'obey God rather than 
man, when their commands claſhed with 
each other. When the Holy Ghoſt aſſured 
mem, that bonds and impriſonments await- 
ed them in every city, and the affectionate, 
kind. intreaties of Chriſtiau friends urged 
them hard not to expofe themſelves to the 
| threatned dangers, though they could not 
indeed be unaffected with the expreſſions of 
their kindneſs, they felt it deeply, almoſt 
to the breaking of their hearts; but ſtill a 
ſenſe of duty and obligation to their 
divine Redeemer. ſupported their reſolution 


undaunted, as we have it hn OI with in- 
ES _— 


- 


n 
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imitable beauty, , and the livelieſt ſenſibility” 
in ſuch langnage as this, What mean ye 
to weep and break my heart ? For I am 
re eady not only. to be bound, but alſo to die at 

pere was a Juſt and noble ſimplicity in 
ther conduct in this reſpect; that they 


| would not deſcend to min le carnal mea» 


ſures, and crafty devices o their own in- 


vention, with the means which God had 


directed them to uſe. T hey kept ſtrait and 
cloſe to the line of truth, Thus they ex: 
preſs themſelves; * «We can do nothing 
againſt the truth, but for the truth. 

© We haye not followed cunningly de- 
viſed fables, when we made known unto 


you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt./* They had no party to eſ- 


pouſe, beſides that which Chriſt had made 
himſelf the head of, "who. came to bear 
witneſs, to. the truth. They had no little 
party deſigns or intereſt to ſerve; were not 
therefore neceſſitated to deal i in eccleſ; aſti= 


cal intrigyes' and politics. 8 ＋ hey re- 


nounced the hidden things of aithoneſty; ; 


not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the b 


word of Goa deceitfplly; 4 but by mani- 


feſtation of the truth commending them 


ſelves | to. every man's conſcience } in 5 ſight 
of God.” ww "Tio were, not indifferent about 
2D 


4 


1 the 
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% 


Pg 


90 
þ 
10 
2 
4 
* 
1 
1 


— 


—U — RN a 


1 
pollute, 
— 
r 
3 
i 2 


f 
f 
5 
i 
: 
of 


„ — 
_ — — = \ _ 
P ; — — = 
* 23 IS - NT. "IN — — of 
225 * 
— — 5 
b any » i n Ew nm * — 
5 3 
1 — CO ——— — — — — % 
= * - 8 


26 An Ordination Sermon. 


ed 


the 3 diſtin guiſhing truths of the goſ- 
pel; nor did their catholiciſm cond i 


(what ſome have fince valued themſelvey 


upon) regarding and treating almoſt all the 
doctrines of the goſpel, as indifferent points 
of ſpeculation. The y boldly and fairly op- 


poſe all falſe 1 and all corruptions 
of the Chriſtian doctrine by blending error 


with the truth. This condeſcending, apoſ- 


| tle, who was willing to become all things 
to all men, in matters of mere indifference, 


did not ſcruple to anathematize an angel 
from heayen, that ſhould dare to advance 
any other, 7. e. contrary, doctrine to what 
he had preached, as knowing that he had 


received his from the unerring ſpirit of 
truth &. Thoſe who advanced pernicious 
errors in dodrine, ſubverſive of, or highly 


prejudicial to, the goſpel-ſcheme and plan 
of ſalvation, or favouring licentious prac- 
tices, they openly and boldly declarcd to 
be enemies to the croſs of Chriſt. But 
then they practiſed no little ſly craft, no 
Jow, under-hand meaſures to Macken the 
character of their enemies needleſsly.— 
E hey willingly left the honour of ſuch low l 
dealing to their enemies, who did not fail 

to practiſe it very freely, as many ſince have 
done, who will ſcarcely allow common ſence 


o o thoſe who differ a little from them in ſome 


W 
0 Gal. i 1. 15 


* * 
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lamaterial points, not anfrequently charac- 
terizing them for fools and dunces. Or 


if they oppoſe any of their peculiar, darling 


whims, or more hurtful errors, they will be 


ſure, either by ſly inſinuations, or confident 
majeſterial aſſertions, to. endeavour to ſtig- 
matize them with the frightful, ambiguous 
ame .of heretics, or the ſtill more unmean= 
ing epithet of contracted bigots. I know it 
18 gaod to be zealouſly affected always in a 
good thing; 3 nor is it ſurely any evidence 
of meanneſs or malevolence to contend 
earneſtly for the faith once delivered to 
the ſaints - with the meekneſs of wiſdom, 
and with that zealous boldneſs, which the 
high importance of ſacred truth juſtly re- 


quires, in oppoſition to all thoſe ae 
who endeavour to corrupt or per vert the goſ- 


el of Chriſt. All that I mean to condemn is, 
the uling fly, crafty, ill natured artifices in 
upport of what we deem to be the cauſe 


of Chriſt, which cauſe always diſdains ſuch 
ill choſen nd unfriendly aſſiſtance. It reſts 


ſecurely on the open, honeſt evidence of 
truth : It never deigns to call 1 in, or ever 
thinks it can be ſerved by, any aid that 
wickedneſs can afford it. It may not be 


Improper. to obſerve here, thoſe who 


are engaged on the fide of error are by 


much the moſt likely, in their ſtraits, to 


have recourſe to ſuch an impolitic, wicked. 
| | 7 & * 
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refuge, like Saul to the witch of Endor; 


when God had departed from him. 
All theſe practices are intirely inconſiſt: 
ent with that ſimplicity and godly ſinceri- 


ty, on which the apoſtles Juſtly valued 


themſelves. 

However good therefore our cauſe may 
be, we muſt be ware that we do not take 
undue methods for the ſupport. of it ; but 


truſt it with God, in the uſe of thoſe 


means which he hath preſcribed. The cauſe 
of God, in which the falvation _ of ſouls 
is concerned, may not, cannot be main- 


| tained or ſerved by craft; carnal policy, or 


any meaſures not conſiſtent with the, ſtrict- 


eſt truth, juſtice and goodneſs. And if by 


a cloſe, 2 radet adherence to theſe we can- 
not obtain the defired fucceſs, or accom- 
lin what we ſincerely aimed at, yet we 


| Jhall have the teſtimony of a good con- 


ſcience, if it witneſs for us, that we have 
uſed all lawful and proper means for at- 
taining the end. Not the greatneſs of 
ſucceſs; but the ſincerity of our inten- 
tions, and the ſuitableneſs of the meaſures 
uſed are the grand articles to be 


| atteſted by conſcience. 


III. I proceed to conſider why or how 
this teſtimony of conſcience 1 is the moſt ſo- 
Id foundation of rej oicing under all eircum- 


— Ratices of life, EE N 
8 | 8 Not 
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Not becauſe it implies, that we have 
done the whole of our duty, No, there 
will ſtill be an humbling conſciouſneſs of 
many criminal defects and neglects of duty, 
Which will effectually exclude all boaſting 
br glorying in ourſelves, | under any fuch | 
notion as this, that we have Hetfeby in the 
leaſt merited the favour or apprebation of 
Godi A teep ſenſe of guilt will top the 
mouth, and lay the Holfeſt ſaint on earth 
fow before God. His rejoicing therefore 
will not be in himſelf, but in the Lord, in 
his fovereign- aboufding merey throu gh 


Chit, And yet this teſtimony of con- 


ſcience will afford us n = reaſons for 
rejoicing, as, 

I. That we have in ary g oed meaſure; 
or only in ſome ſmall degree ated up to 
dur character and obligations. 

Our being intirely indebted to rich grace, 
for any good we may have been enabled to 
do, Joh not at all exchide a real, juſt · ſelf 


approbation, wherein We have in any mea- 


ſure complied with the will of God, and 
petforined our duty. Perfectly conſiſtent 
are theſe ſeveral declarations of this great 
apoſtle Paul ;—** By the grace of God I 
am, what T1 am. —I laboured more abun- 

dantly than they all; yet not I, bat the 
grace or God which was with me.” And 


Yet this is my Xjoicivg) the teſtimony of 


my 
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my conſcience, that in ſimplicity and ged- 


ly ſincerity, &c. I I myo. had my converſa- | 


tion, in the world.“ 
While we aſcribe to God the whole 


praiſe of ' whatever good he hath been 


| Pleaſed. to beſtow upon us, or enabled us 


by his grace to do, there is juſt room to 
feel a humble, ſelf- complaceney in bein 
what God hath made us, although the 
more we are enabled to do for him, and 
act up to our character, the more we are 


indebted to him. 


II. Tis juſt cauſe of rejoicing, that we 
have been inſtrumental of Wen any good 
to mankind. _ 

It is an high honour to be faithful, ſer⸗ 
vants to our generation. 

The apoſtle Paul magnified his office, 
while at the ſamę time he declared himſelf 
a debtor to the Greeks and Barbarians, to 
the wiſe and the unwiſe :—And that a ne- 
ceffity was laid upon him to preach the 
— 4 << Tt is more bleſſed to give than 
to receive; to communicate good to 
others, 10 to receive it from them, how- 


ever indiſpoſed pur ſelfiſh hearts may be to 


reliſh this bleſſedneſs. The ever bleſſed 
God delights 1 in thus communicating, good: 

And an imitation of him herein affords a 
pleaſing gratification to a benevolent heart, 
and yn the ſoul a bühne, refined joy 


and 
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that are ſaved, and in them that periſh. 
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and pleaſure. 1f we have the ſame mind 
in us, which was alſo in Chriſt ; if we have 
that law of kindneſs written on our hearts, 
requiring and, diſpoſing us to love our 
neighbour. as ourſely es, we cannot fail of 
feeling a ſenſible joy in the thought of hay- 
ing contributed to the Pe their 
happineſs. | 
III. This teſtimony of clnſctines'! is juſt 


cauſe of rejoicing, as it aſſures us of our 


having been deſignedly active in advancing; 


the glory of God and the Redeemer. 


The infinite bleſſedneſs of God renders 
i impoſſible for us to be really profitable to 
him; yet we may be ſaid in ſome proper 


ſenſe to honour and glorify him by ſerving 


him: And he condeſcends to repreſent 


himſelf as honoured by the willing, faithful 


ſervices of his creatures. It is, it will for 
ever be, the inſeparable effect of love to 
make us rejoice and take delight f in pleaſ- 


ing and honouring the object of it. Gra- 


titude for the infinite bleſſings of re- 
demption by Chriſt will neceſſarily make 
the creature's heart rejoice in thinking he 
bath contributed his mite in diſplaying the 
honour of the Redeemer, and the glory 


of God's grace :—That he hath ' herein 
been a worker together with God; and is 


unto him a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt in them 


IV. 
; de 


- 
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, TY. As i it furniſhes us with a comfortable 
refutation of the reproaches and calumnies 
that may be caſt upon us, 

To be ſulpected, vilified and reproached, 
and injuriouſly robbed of that good name, 
which is as precious ointment, hath ſome- 
thing in it very painfully grating to hu- 

man nature. There is likewiſe ſomething 
tenderly affecting in the thought of the in- 

Juriouſneſs of this conduct, elpecually when 
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mingle: with it, Tunocence howe ver, like 
A brazen wall of defence, affords a comfor; 
table. ſhelter, Aa mighty ſupport under ſuch 
attacks of ignorance or malice 3 enables 
the ſoul to riſe ſuperior to them, and to 
eſteem it comparatively ; a little thing to be 
judged by man's judgment, while he can ap- 
peal. to the Searcher. of Hearts, as the Judge 
of his integrity, aſſured that he will bring 
forth his judgment as the light, and big 
righteouſneſs as the noon-day. 

But juſt reproaches, the echo of the 
voice o conſcience, ſting and cut to the 
quick, when they come keenly edged with 
conſcious guilt ; which will often be our 

mortifying ſituation, if we have not the teſ- 
java oh 1 conſcience to our fGimplicity and 


Soy ſincerity. _ 
But a well grounded teſtimony, of con- 
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fin inflitel y greater importance, ; when we. 
conſider it, 

V. In connexion with the divine Arche 
tion; and as givi ing aſſurance of 1 _— 
tance with him. 

In this view of it the mind catnioh con 
dcivs of ary equally juſt foundation for re- 


joicings This makes heaven :—This' muſt: 


give J6y unſpeakable and full: of glory. — 
Let us pauſe a moment, my brethren, and 
oonſider What an importantly critical ſitu- 
ation we are in this moment, while proba- 

tioners for eternity, I mean in this life, 
which is but a moment. We ſtand; as it 
were, in the middle between Heaven and 
Hell, this moment of life determines the 
event, and conſigns us over to the one or 
the other for eternity. The favour and 
approbation of the Almighty is life and 
endleſs felicity: : Hisfrowns arid diſpleaſure 
are death and hell. Imagination cannot 
ſugg eſt any real good, any thing poſſibly 
defirable'for us, but it is all fully hor; a A | 
liended if final acceptance with God.— 
When thetefore we anticipate in our 
thoughts the deciſive ſentence to be very 
ſhortly: given from the tribunal of Chriſt, 
with aſfſurance from the teſtimony sn 5 
ſcience; that we hall be able in that ſo- 


lemn day to give up our account with Joy” 


and not ith ic, it-is Ls ama not to 
E - feel 


- 
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feel . ſupported by the moff nd 


foundation of rejoicing, a foundation as 
tym and ſolid, as; the immutable rock of 
ages. The rejoicing that can ſpring from 


any other conſideration, of riches, Honour, 
and all the enjoyments of time and ſenſe, 


| will bear no more compariſon with this, 


than a moment's laughter of the fool with 
the endleſs, ever-freſh, unſatiating joys of 
Paradiſe, and thoſe on rivers of pleaſure, 
which flow perpetual at God's right hand. 
With the utmoſt reaſon then did the 
apoſtles make this the matter of their re- 
Joicing, even a conſciouſneſs of their ſim- 


11 and godly ſincerity. 


"APPLICATION: 


wal conſiderations which have been 


ſuggeſted may juſtly excite in us all the 
greateſt. Jolicitude , now to lay well this 


foundation of rejoicing, and ſecure it for 
our on. 


The preſent ſtate; though very wiſely 
calculated for a ſtate of probation, is far 
from yielding uninterrupted joy and plea- 
ſure. We cannot travel long on earth, 
under the moſt . promiſing exreumſtances, 
before we ſhall deſcend into ſome Bokim, 
a vale of tears; and very often are but juſt 


_ aſcended from one to higher ground and 
n proſpects, hefars We Ros obliged to 


deſcend 


Pap oF © 
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deſcend again into another, which we muſt 
wade through in grief and ſorrow, with the 
weariſome, lonely ſteps of pilgrims. Un- 
der theſe dark, ſolitary ſcenes, when the joy 
of our heart is ceaſed; when the fig-tree 
bloſſoms not, nor crentivm wears a fmile, 
to what ſhall we betake ourſelves for reſt 
and conſolation ? The whole creation can- 
not give. it.—Happy then, if we can find 
ſolid cauſe of rejoicing in the teſtimony. of 
our conſcience : This will give peace and 
joy ; not as the world giveth : Will enable 
us to rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the 
God of our ſalvation, yea, even to rejoice 
in tribulations. Or, if we ſuppoſe the beſt 
that poſſibly can re ſuppoſed relative to the 
preſent ſtate, that we may live many days 
and rejoice in- them all; yet let us remem- 
ber the days of darkneſs, for they will be 
many. All that cometh is vanity. For 
what is our life! It is even a tranſient va- 
pour, which appeareth a little while, and 
then vaniſheth away: When therefore our 
declining ſun is juſt ſetting, and we are got 
into the duſky, lonely evening, of life; ; or 
when any other indubitable ſymptoms de- 
clare death to be juſt entering our doors, to 
what ſhall we then have recourſe for ſup⸗ . 
port or conſolation? Will all the paſt plea- 
ſures or enjoyments of the world afford us 
any relief: I pon; 3 for they are 

4 8852 E N anni- 
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annjbilated ;—they are not, Will any fas 
ture expectations from earth come in to 
our aid, when we ſhall ſtand in the moſt 
preſſing needof it ? Alas! we cannot reach 


them: They are abſolutely cut off by the 


ſuppoſition, and flee away before us. Will 
the kindeſt aſſiſtance of friends be of any 
avail to us? No; we are iii the very article 
of biding a laſting adieu to them, our dy- 
ing hands withdrawing from theirs. No- 


thing therefore will be able to adminiſter 


any relief, or ſolid rejoicing, or even tole- 
rable ſupport, but that teſtimony of con- 
ſcience whieh aſlyres us of the divine favour, 
That when our heart and ſtrength ſhall 


fail, God will be the ſtrength of our heart, 


and our portion for ever 
At theſe ſolemn ſeaſons, nd indeed 


through the whole of life, this teſtimony 
of conſcience will be of infinite importance 


to all, whatever their rank, condition or 
employment may be. But when we con- 


ider the words of our text, as coming from 


the mouth of a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
under inſpiration, with a ' particular appli 
cation to himſe]f and his brethren in the 
miniſtry, they ſeem in a ſpecial 1 manner to 


demand the moſt ſerious attention of thoſe 


who ſuſtain that ſacred. character. 
Permit me then, my reverend fathers 
and brethren in the miniſtry, with all hu- 
+4 mility 
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mflity and freedom, to addreſs to you and. 
to myſelf the hints that have been — = 
on the ſubject. | 
2425 a ſolemnity as this before us can» - 
not but impreſs our minds afreſh with a 
ſenſe of the yery ſacred obligations we laid 
ourſelves under to God, when we devoted 
ourſelyes to his ſervice in the goſpel mini: 
ſtry. And it highly concerns us at ſuch 
a time to review our paſt conduct with the 
ſtricteſt - impartiality, as in the awful pre- 
ſence of him who ſearches our hearts, and 
enquire how we have acted up to theſe ob- 
ligations ; : And to enterinto ourſelyes, and 
examine, whether conſcience teſtifies for us, 
that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not 
. with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have hitherto had our converſh- 
tion in the world? Have our prevailing 
motives and principles of action been ſuch, 
as will meet with the divine approbation ? 
—Have we made God, his intereſt and glo- 
Ty, the higheſt end of our miniſterial la- 
bours, while at the ſame time we have 
been prompted and conſtrained to faithfyl- 
neſs by a benevolent ſolicitude for the fouls 
committed to our charge! 7 | 
For our quickning to induftry and all- 
gence in the work of the Lord, let us con- 
ſider, that we may well afford to he active 
and laborious therein. We have not ſuch 
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an hard, trying ſervice, in many reſpects, af, 


ſigned to us, as was laid on the apoſtles 


and primitive miniſters of Chriſt. Inſtead 
af the want of all things, hunger and na- 
kedneſs, which they were called to endure, 
we are comfortably ſupported, have a com- 


petency, if not an affluence, of worldly 
good. Inſtead of that infamy, reproach 


and contempt, with which they were load- 
ed, we are kindly treated with all the eſ- 
teem and. honour we deſerve (and ſome- 


times more) by The world around us, ex- 
cept ſome few profli gate ſons of Belial, 


in whoſe power it is not to honour us ſo 
much any other way, as by their ſpiteful 
reproaches, thereby giving a lively ſpeci- 


men of the ancient enmity put between the 
woman's ſeed and the ſeed of the ſerpent: 


At the ſame time they treat us full as re- 
ſpectfully as they do their Maker. It muſt 
then be moſt criminal ingratitude in us to 
be ſlothful in our buſineſs, while we are 
ſerving the Lord, who hath made our 
work ſo much eaſier than was that of the 
apoſtles. Not but that we 3 toil and 
labour enough, with many ſinking diſcou- 


ragements, and exerciſing ſcenes to pals 


through, in the faithful diſcharge. of, our 
truſt. But let none of theſe things move 
us, any atherwiſe than only to animate us 


to labour and ſtrive, that we. may * 
| | the 
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ber rejoicing teſtimony of 3 And 
let us daily bear in mind the ſolemn, cloſ- 
ing ſcene, when we mult give up an ac- 
count of our ſtewardſhip,” and be no long- 
er ſtewards; when our departure ſhall . be 
at hand, nad we ſhall be ready to be offer- 
ed up. When, it ſhall be at hand, did I 
fay ? It is at vom now, even with: the 
youngeſt -of us; for the time is ſhort. 
And with rage to ſome of us the ſhadows 
of evening, already arrived, are extended 
long from the hoary head; and remind us, 
that our ſun is juſt ſetting. May we all be 
faithful to the death; - and while we live, 
have the teſtimony of our conſcience for our 
rejoicing, as a ſure carneſt of a crown of 
glory to be n _— us at * lat 
* Fe 

But I muſt 5 addreſs myſelf more 
particularly to this our younger brother, 
wlio is now to be ſolemnly, ſet 4 to the 
work and ſervice of the nen 5 
DEaAx SIR, | 
The ſolemn hour is now come, in which 
you are publicly to devote yourſelf, and. 
be conſecrated, to the noble, arduous wdrk 
of the goſpel-miniſtry; and take upon your- 
ſelf one of the weightieſt truſts ever commit» 
ted to a mortal. You are about to: inliſt 
under the Captain of our falvation; as a fel- 
low-ſoldier with the apoſtles, „ a fellow-fer= 
| | Vans 


vant with 8 who are miniſtring ſpirits 
to the church ;- yea, as a worker together 
with · God himſelf, for the grand purpoſe of 
accorhipliſhing; the deſigns of redeeming 
merty towards your fellow- ſinners. Doth 
not the weight of the charge make your 
. Heard tremble, and conftrain you to look up 
by faith and fervent prayer to God through 
- Chriſt: for that grace, which alone can make 
you: an able and faithful miniſter of the new 
keſtament? Both duty and affection incline 
TL. me to ſay a fow words to you on this ſolemn, 
| Joyful occaſion. .Þtraſt'you' have weighed 
wel the importance of your undertaking, 
and often ſcrionfly conſidered the great ne- 
ceſſity of thoſe being truly and experimen- 
tally religious, whoſe buſineſs: and profeſſion 
engages them to ſpend their lives in making 
others ſo. Eet it tlien be your firſt care to 
| . ſave your own ſoul : Then will you be the 
* more likely to ſave the ' ſouls of them that 
hear you.. May this affecting thought 
daily engage your attention to the concerns 
of your ſoul, and quicken you to walk 
humbly and cloſely with God. The agree- 
able, intimate acquaintance 1 have bad with 
you, while you faithfully diſcharged the 
office of a tutor in our college for feveral 
years to its great advantage, and with equal 
reputation to yourſelf, gives me the: plea- 


_ fare ©. ea — natural and ac- 
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rel accompliſhments g for:the: work von 
are engaging in, as well as your ſoundneſs 
in the faith. Hold faſt that form: of ſonnid 
words, which you: have learned from the 
facredioracles, and which. (may 1 not ſay} 
you have in part heard of me. Practiſe 
all that condeſcenſion'to the weakneſs and 
pre julliceof others, which the apoſtle Inv 
tended by becoming: all things to all ment” 
Be gentle towards all: men: To which I 
know-your natural diſpoſition i very mclis 
nable. But: then be on your guard, leſt 4 
condeſcending and pacifio temper at any 
time. betray. you into compliances; injuridus 
to your virtue and diſhonourable to your 
profeſſion. Set down your foot: at: the 
line of truth, and let not fpar, f wm flat- 
teries or reproaches; or any: temporal in- 
conveniencies whatever, maker yon ſwerve 
an Hair's-breadth from it. Conde 
ly. ſacrifice: any thing for- lie ſake: of peace, 
except! truth andi duty: But inrvurighly 
keep toi: theſe: In all your infrrudtions 
ſtudy. to; be plain and iteligible;.vwhiciris | 
the prime end of language. And let not 
your taſte for elegande of ſtile, aceuracy of 
dition: and compoſſtion, by any means 
pre vont the moſt: ptain;-clofs. and pungent 
application to thei hearts: and confclences 
of your: :hearers . St Study inthwitely. more to 
. aud e eee you 
EN hearers, 
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hearors;// than. yourſelf... Keep -the. great 
end of the goſpel-miniſtry always in view, 
the advancing: - the glory of God od 
_ Chriſtin the Glrationef ſouls committed to 
your charge Let me juſt intreat you to 
pay à partieular attention to the youth 
And children, and thoſe under ſerious, re- 
ligious impreſſions in your congregation, as 
having the greateſt proſpect of ſucceſs with 
theſe; And herein imitate the great Shep- 
_ dierd of the ſheep, who carries the 
lambs in his arms, and gently leadeth thoſe 
that are with young . I eannot now ſug- 
geſt to yon the numerous, weighty motives, 
that miglit be urged to excite you to the 


. 3 : faithfulneſs, and diligence. in dif- 


rging the high. truſt you are now to 
have commit ted to yu. I truſt you will 
daily. bear in mind the vaſt importance to 
yourſelf, as well as others, of being able to 
adopt, with application to yourſelf; through 
the courſe of your miniſtry, and eſpecially 
at the cloſe of it; the declaration of the 
apoſtie in the text> May vou experimen- 
tally ktow the. ſolid. rejoicing, which this 
teſtimony, vill not fail to give all thoſe 
who are, faithful to the death 3 and ay 
you then receive. the promiſed crown, 
Let me now ſay..a-' few words. to the 
4 church and congregation, . at whoſe call 
and requeſt ia miniſter is now 10. be ordain- | 
ed over them in the Lord. 
 BELOVEY 
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** unacquaintedneſs with your 1 
circumſtances will excuſe me with any * 

ing a few words, to expreſs, our joy 
congratulation with you. in having been de 
rected . to, and ſucceeded in, your unani- 
mous choice of one to be your paſtor, wha,: 
we have/ reaſon. to hope, will be an able 
and faithful miniſter of the . new-teſtament, 
among you, and naturally care for the wel 
fare of your ſquls..: We. defire to join! with 
you. in thankful acknowltedgments--to the 
great Shepherd and Head of the church, fon 
the proviſion he is, making from time to 


time for the edification of; the ſame, by 


taiſing up and 3 men to feed hit 


ſheep and his lamibs, the flock which he 


hath purchaſed with bis: own blood An 


khat/ yon haye this day the experience of 


this his kind care for you, in providing exe 
ta take the overſight, and act the part of a 
biſnop towards your ſouls z. in; conſe quenee 
of which you are like ta enjoy the- miniſtrx 
of the goſpel and the adminiſtrations; dk ity 


ordinances reſettled among you-; and that 


under proſpects very encouraging, and joy 
fully e happy ſueceſs. O. let yo, 


eyes and fervent prayers be. directed this 


day to the God of all grace for his bleſſiig 
4 accampany theſe ſolemn, tranſactiuns, and 


_ dus means th e 5 


"a favour of life unto Iife t no the ſalvation of 

All your ſouls's Ihat you and your paſtor 
may have ſweet communion with God and 
one another, while you dwell here in the 

houſe of the Lord, feaſting on the rich pro- 
viſions, with which the golpel abundantly 
furniſhes you. Dear brethren, I truſt our 

hearts all ardently breathe out this wiſh and 
Prayer, T he Gere ford you the ble ing out 
of Sion. 

1 cloſe with a ward to this great afſetn- 
bly 3 in general. What doth conſcience now 
reſtify to you, reſpecting the manner of 
your converſation in the world!? Ihat it is 
conducted and regulated in ſimplicity, god- 
Iy ſincerity, and by the grace of God! 
Bleſſed are ye indeed, if this be the caſe. 
Hy and joyfully may you live; 

fully go on in the ways of 
Arhile you have this for your re- 
Joleing, even the teſtimony of your conſci- 
- ence; a teſtimony that carries with it an 
aſſurance of the divine approbation and 
final acceptance with God? But * it be 
the reverſe of this with yon, con- 
ſeience either be aſleep, or nne 
| Plainly to you, that you have your con- 
Vverſation with fleſhly wiſdom, and live after 
khe fleſh, in. the 1 80 of God and religion, 
> think ſeriouſly, with what torturing fears 


* * * ; this aller, 
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if it be duly enlightened will diſtract your 

'guilty ſouls at the near approach of death, 
when your next ſpeedy remove muſt be in- 
to eternity, and to the bar 'of God, who 
is greater than your conſcience, and know- - 
eth all your wickedneſs. And what an 
everlaſting ſource of unutterable anguiſh 
will its accuſations be to you, when it ſhall 
be fully awakened tothe livelieſt ſenſibility, 
in the regions of horror and deſpair, and 
pour in continual reproaches and ſelf- con- 
demnation upon your, fouls, like a ſtream af 
fire from incenſed Omnipotence ! Obe per» 
ſuaded now to turn its teſtimony in your 
favour, by turning from all your ſins unto 
God through Jeſus Chrift ; Then will it 
ſpeak peace to you here, as a ſure pledge of 
peace and joy everlaſting in the preſence and 
favour of God in the coming world. 
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leſs witneſſes of the 
the utmoſt of thy power thou diſcharge 


The CHARGE, by the Rev. 
AARON: BROWN. 


eren . Dear S J. X, 


1 having pleaſed God to lead this ch 


into the unanimous choice of you to 
be their paſtor, and 10 incline you to 
accept of their call; - we, Whoſe hands are 


| impoſed, do in the name of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and þy virtue of authority derived 


from him, qrdain and ſeparate you, Jos Ey 
Ho w E, to the great, important and labori- 
ous work of the poſpel-miniſtry ; eſpecially 
committing 'to your paſtoral care and over- 
ſight the Chriſtian ſociety, who uſually af 


ſemble 1 in this place for . worſhip. 
And in that ſame all-glorious name, we 


do now molt. ſolemnly charge thee, before 


God and the ele& angels (which are doubt · 
1 ſalemnities). that to 


thyſelf, in all parts of that miniſtry and 


truſt we are now committing to. thee.— 


Preach the word, and declare the whole 


counſel of God, that you be pure from the 
blood of all men ; for it is required of mi- 
niſters, who are ſte rap of the myſteries of 


God, that a man be found faithful. Keep 


back nothing that may be profitable to this 


people. Let them know from the word of 


God, that they are naturally guilty and de- 
praved, that 6 there is a vaſt and _ 
able 


the CHARG 2 47 


he (difference Wen a Baumer and a 


ſaint, between thoſe who are in a ſtate of 
nature and thoſe who are in a ſtate of grace. 


Teſtify unto them repentance towards God 
and faith towards our Lord Jeſus. Preach 


Chriſt and him crucified, the doctrine of his 


atonement and ſatisfaction, juſtification 
through faith in his blood, and nnn 
by his ſpirit, 

Remember that you area alioifien of 'he 
goſpel of Chriſt : Let Chriſtianity therefore, 
and not the ſubtleties of wit and philoſophy, 


be the grand matter and aim of your” diff 
courſes. —Be | not_ of thoſe who corrupt _ | 


word of God, or handle it deceitfully/; 
dy manifeſtation of the truth 8 
rſelf” to every man's conſcience in the 


night of God. Nor ſpeak with the en- 


ticing words of man's wiſdom, but in the 


demonſtration of the ſpirit and of power. 
Study more to be profitable, than to be po- 
pular, —more to gain the divine approba- 
tion, than the applauſes of a polite. and reſ< 
ee aſſembly. 

Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long 
ſlfering and doctrine ;' and in the dif- 
charge of this part of your truſt, variouſſy 


accomodate yourſelf to the needs _ circunt- 


; ſtances of every one ; inſtructing the igno- 


rant, —convincing the unconvinced, —re- 


proving the tranſgreſſor,—refuting ; and 


SE 


[ 


putting to Glenge the V 
ing the indolent. and flothful, and comfort- 
ing the feahle minded. In a word, like; the 
great and goocb Shepherd, gather the lambs 
in your arms, carny them in your boſom, 
and gently lead thoſe that are with, young. 
We, moreover, - anthorize and charge 
thee to adminiſter ta all perſons, duly: qua- 
lified, the ſacraments of the new-tcſtament, 
(bapufm and: the: Lords ſupper): with be · 
coming ſolemnity, and. agreeable: to the 
rules of the goſpel . Teed Chriſt's. ſlieep 
and feed his lambs _ 
_ Exerciſe: alſo that boly: difdpline: with 
which, as: 2: gaſpel-mimiſten,, you are en- 
truſted ; exerciſe it with fidelity and tender - 
neſs 3 not lording it ve Gad's; een 
nor dbing any thing by partialitj. 
Mir likewiſe commit unto, you. authority: 
0 alſil in ordaining others to the; ſacred 
office, as you may be called of God there- 
unto:: But lay hands ſuddenly on no man. 
Let no man deſpiſe then; 120 eſteem. thee 
kiekly i in love, for thy works: ſake : There» 
fore b thau an example to believers, in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, 
in faith, in purity; —Give:: attendance. to 
aan to: exhortation and doctrine . Neg- 
lect not: the gift that is in thee, which 
is given by the laying on: of the bands 
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thy profiting may appear unto al. 

Pray fervently, conſtantly for this people, 
and bleſs them from time to time in the 
name of the Lord. Pray alſo for yourſelf, 


that the grace of Chriſt may be ſufficient 


for You 7 for who is Ane for theſe 
things? It 
Finally, and in a word, i in all things oy 
prove thyſelf a faithful miniſter of the n 


teſtament, a workman that needeth 455 to 


be aſhamed. * 9 

| Long may you be continued "Is ae blel- 
ding to this people, and they a comfort to 
you. May the bleſſin g of many ſouls ready 
to periſh, come upon you ; and the God of 
peace, w which brought again our Lord Jefus 


' Chriſt, the great. Shepherd of the ſheep, 
| through the blood of the everlaſting cove- 


a -nant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working 1 in you, that which 


is well pleaſing in his ſight, through / Jeſus | 
| Chriſt our Lord, to hong: be fn * 


| ever and erer; 
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9 give thyſelf wholly to theta, that 
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The Right Il | bh of rebel, 
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by the Rev. Pr. Rent, 


Dear 8 TR 


8 von! age now been eezen to the 
J work af the goſpel miniſtry, and to 
the charg e of the Kintan Naw who 
_ worſhip God | in this ES & by prayer and 
the _—_— on 14 the hands of the Preſ- 
_bytery :”? In con formity, to, the common 
uſage upon theſe occalions, founded on a- 
poſtolic example, at the deſire of the ve- 
verable council preſent, and-in their name, 
1 give you my right. hand. And 1 do it, 
10 a! to you, to this great aſſembly, 
and to all the churches 3 in the land, that we 
| eſteem you a true miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 

_ well furniſhed for, rightly called to, and re- 
gularly inſtat; ted in, the miniſterial office; 
that we affectionately e embrace you, as one 
who has been ſolemnly devoted to the ſer- 
Vice of fouls ; : and that we ſhall . 2 
in readineſs to lend you our help b 
_ prayers, advices, and in all other chifian 

ways, according to our reſpective abilities, 
as you may need, and defire it; eſpecially 
in things pertsining to he kingdom of 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt :** Expecting the 
fame expreſſions of pious charity from you, 
as the ** of religion m_ make them 
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the "God ant Father of our Lord Jefits 
brit, che Farher of mercies, ant Bed ef 
all grace * buindly' aud portunatehy be- 
ſceching, that he would adorn yen more iahd | 
more with the gifts and graces of his ſpirtt; 
that Be nd abeate you to your Vork, 
guide and äfſiſt“ vo 1 5 and ſofport and 
Lomfort you under all the trials you nidy 
de "elle to feet with in the upright and 
5 'faithfaldiſcharge* of it; that be would make 
Jo 8 wie to win Gals,” and happily in- 
ſtrümental M < rilpning many 7 xoTighteauſ” 
neſs; and that, at the time of the end, , 
you may be found among thoſe ſetvants of 
dur Lord Jeſus Chrilt, Who ſhall ſhine in the 
kingdom of his Father As the brightneſs 
of the firmament, and as che ſtars for ever 5 
and ever. Inn 

We now 8 you, he Chriſtian church 
who ſtatedly worſhip the Deity in this houſe ; 
= rejoicing with you in that kind Providence, 
which has given you, with ſo much unanimi- 
ty, love, and peace among yourſelves, C4 
paſtor (as we truſt) after God's own heart; 
one who is well qualified to feed . ou 
with knowledge and underſtandiny a. 
: | Brethren, we_ own you as members, in 
common with ourſelves, of that one 


body”? of which Chriſt is “ the head; 35 we E 2 2 


profeſs a cordial re gard to you as fuch ; 


"and 
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we promiſe, that we will chearfully afs I 
1 Hur aſſiſtance to all the purpoſes 
WE St —_ fpiritu 2 ellification, ag we arg able, | 
WE"; ad na be called thereto; 
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like office of brother] y love IT . 


' $ 
£ 
-8 
VL 
6 
aA 
0 222 
2 . Eo $ 
8 
a0 
* 4 
þ - 
"YH 
1 
\ tf? | ] 
* . 2 
GILES Ge P- e 22 . Wu. 
5 : 4 1 2 . 4 2 4 
1 of . w * o «& ; 
* 6 
> r * 2 i 8 6. 4 Ny 
* * £ 5 2 "1 E 
4 : 5 * : y Sas, * — 7 = * 
Fl „ * 
— = yy 2 4 © - 5 
4 2 g 8. 2 * F AE uy 9 * 1 A N Ee - 5 x * » 
22 4% „ „ * * 5 . 
. F + V + Mo OT 
wy 5 
bh * : N. ef * 
* 5 o * 4 8 < G * i ＋ 
1 * . of * * > 4 : 
5 # * * & i 
M6 EI * „ — [3 
n 4 4 F *Þ 
* 


